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A BILL FOR AN ACT

RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HAWAII:

SECTION 1. Section 291-11.6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is

amended by amending subsection (a) to read as follows:

n(a)

-(—1—)-

-(—2+

-(-3-?

Except as otherwise provided by law, no person[+

Shaii] shall operate a motor vehicle upon any public

highway unless the person is restrained by a seat belt

assembly and all passengers in the front or back seat

of the motor vehicle are restrained by a seat belt

assembly [ié—between—ehe—ages—e£—eight—and—€eureeenT]

or are restrained pursuant to section 29l—l1.5 if

under eight years of age[+

if fifteen years—ef age er—me¥c shaii—bc a—pa:senger

in—€hc Erent sea%—e{ a—meEer vehieic b6§¥@f€ E¥&E6§

upon any pubiic highway uniess sueh—persea—is

restrained—by—a—seat—bei%—assembiy+~and

ié—betwee —%he—ages—eé—éiéEee&+aK¥seventeenT—shaii—be

a—passenger in—ehc back seae—e£ a—meeer vehieic being

operaseé—upen—any~pubiie—highway~amiees—sue%speis:n—is

restrained—by—a—seae—beit—assembiy].
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As used in this section:

"Restrained" means that the seat belt assembly is worn as

it was designed and intended to be worn.

"Seat belt assembly" means the seat belt assembly that is

required to be in the motor vehicle under any federal motor

vehicle safety standard issued pursuant to Public Law 89-563,

the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, as

amended, unless original replacement seat belt assemblies are

not readily available. If replacement assemblies are not

readily available, seat belts of federally approved materials

with similar protective characteristics may be used. Such

replacement seat belt assemblies shall be permanently marked by

the belt manufacturer indicating compliance with all applicable

federal standards."

SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed

and stricken. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval_

INTRODUCED BY: :
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S.B. NO. 4

Report Title
Motor Vehicles; Seat Belts; Passengers

Description:
Requires all front and back seat passengers to be restrained by
a seat belt assembly or child passenger restraint while the
motor vehicle is being operating upon any public highway.

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page IS for Informational purposes only and is
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent.
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S.B. 4
RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES

House Committee on Transportation

The Department of Transportation (DOT) recognizes the need for all motor vehicle
occupants to be restrained by a seat belt or child passenger restraint while riding in a
motor vehicle being operated on any public roadway.

As such, the DOT supports SB 4 because it would increase the safety of all motor
vehicle occupants by as much as 45 percent, according to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (N HTSA).

NHTSA also states that seat belts are the most effective safety feature ever invented
and have saved the lives of thousands of motor vehicle occupants.

In 2011, there were 40 motor vehicle occupant fatalities in Hawaii. Of the 40 motor
vehicle occupant fatalities, 14 or 35 percent, were not restrained. If those 14 occupants
had been wearing seat belts, at least 6 of them might have survived the crash.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Department’s Position: The Department of Health strongly supports SB4, which requires all motor

vehicle occupants in all seating positions to be restrained in a seat belt assembly, since it is the most

effective form of restraint policy for protecting occupants of motor vehicles.

Fiscal Implications: None

Purpose and Justi cation: In Hawai‘i, unrestrained motor vehicle occupants are at greater risk for

fatal or serious injuries in the event of a crash than persons restrained by a seat belt assembly. Recent

crash data from 2007-2010 shows that more than half of the victims in a fatal crash were not wearing

seat belts: 52%, or 100 of the 193 victims. Of the fatally injured victims who were back seat passengers,

75% were not wearing a seat belt at the time of the crash (9 out of the 12). According to EMS data from

2007-2011, back seat passengers were less likely to be restrained than front seat passengers (78% vs.

90%, respectively), and more likely to be transported with serious or critical injuries (45% vs. 26%,

respectively). In addition, medical charges are 36% higher among unrestrained occupants in comparison

to restrained occupants discharged from the Emergency Department.

Hawaii’s current law does not require adult passengers to wear seat belts in the back seat. SB4

would increase the practice of using seat belts by back seat passengers of all ages and make enforcement
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easier, thereby reducing the risk of injury and death in the event of a motor vehicle crash. According to

NHTSA’s 2007 National Motor Vehicle Occupant Safety Survey, passengers in the back seat were more

likely to wear a seat belt in the states with restraint laws that covered all seating positions.

A universal seat belt law that covers all motor vehicle occupants in all seating positions is the

most effective form of restraint policy (NHTSA, 201 1). SB4 is also a policy priority of the Hawai‘i

Injury Prevention Plan, 2012-2017, the Hawai‘i Strategic Highway Safety Plan, and the State Highway

Safety Council. We commend the Legislature for hearing this bill, which has the potential to reduce the

burden of injuries and fatalities on our roadways.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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